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For Science, Geography, History and Art we wse curriculum planning and
resources that have heen designed within ouwr Academy Trust. The
curriculum waos developed collahoratively, with subject leaders across all
our schools coming together to logically sequence .and develop materials
for teacher to wse in lessons. What we want to achieve within each
subject is the .ability for all children to not only he ready for the next
stage in their education, but to howve o strong academic foundation in
hoth the substantive .and disciplinary knowledge within each subject in
order to excel in their continued studies.

Owr curriculum is built on the premise of what foundational knowledge
and skills would o person need to know in order to howve the bhest
curriculum can he seen through the strong focus on rich knowledge .and
subject-specific vocabulary developed within and ocross subjects.

We also want owr children to have the .ability to engage in near and far
transfer of knowledge within each subject, enabling them to make links
and widen their understanding of each academic discipline. The design of
the cwrriculum supports this though linear .and non-linear links hoth
within and .ocross subjects.

The curriculum has heen designed with a teach to the top' .and scaffold
dowan approach, in that we are amhitious for all owr pupils and expect
them all to access the learning, .other than those with complex needs.
Owr curriculum is inherently challenging through its content choices,
rather than .an additional 'holt on'.

research, .and is under continual development .and review in order to
enswre it enables pupils to learn more.

The cuwrriculum is designed to be taught in blocks of learning, so pupils
can immerse themselves in .o discreet subject area for .o period of time,



and through the carefully mapped .out long term plan of the year, rewvisit
subjects at appropriately spaced interv.als in order to retrieve prior
learning and embed this .in long term memory. (Research Link: Spacing -
Bjork & Bjork; Forgetting Curnve - Eb,bjn,g}w.ws)

Long term plans .are in place for each subject with knowledge, skills and
concepts howving heen mapped hack from the end of KS2 .down to the
EYFS to ensure that progression tokes place, highlighting the links hetween
what has been previously taught, and what will he taught in future
MROU 5.

The long term plan has then heen hroken down into units .of lessons
consisting of either 5, 10 .or in some cases |15 lessons that are delivered
sequentially. Eoch unit of lessons has heen logically sequenced to enable
children to bhuild on knowledge in small steps hoth within and across
lessons (Research Link: Small Steps - Rosenshine). Subject content has
bheen specifically chosen to he meaningful for pupils, .and also to provide

Within the design .of the curriculum, knowledge of vocabulary plays a
huge part in ensuring children are able to comprehend the information
given to them. Each unit of lessons highlights subject specific
~ocabulary that should ideally be pre-taught to pupils so they can
immediately access content. This is taught .alongside Tier 2 wvocahulary
that will .also help them comprehend across the disciplines. (Research
Link: Viocabulary Prioritised - Hart, Law et al; Tier 2 & 3 Vocah - Beck
et .al)

To assist in enabling children to rememhber more over time, interleaved
low-stakes quizzes ore used across the year to give children the
opportunity to revisit key information again from content that has heen
taught from throughout their schooling, as we know this is one of the
most effective methods of learning. The quizzes are subject specific .and
are made up of content that has already heen taught, bhut not necessarily



om within the current, or even previous 5 learning. (Research Link:
pr. Ajeaur. ning
Lrderleaning - Bjork; Quizzes - Dxml,o/s,kxé)

without it deep learning of content cannot occur. Each unit of lessons is
that teachers must know to be able to deliver the lesson effectively. The
teacher pack .also outlines the sequence of lessons, key ~vocabulary, prior
knowledge children should know (incuding where and when it was
taught), and mwhere the unit fits in the progression throughout the
subject. (Research Link: Subject Knowledge - Great Teaching Toolkit -
Coe)

Within each lesson pupils are given the .opportunity to retrieve knowledge
that can then he built on. The knowledge being retrieved has heen
carefully selected so that children can then build .on that key information,
and therefore not putting .additional strain .on cognitive load. (Research
Link: Retrieval - Rosenshine; Cognitive Load Theory - Sweller)

An element of each lesson is the wtilisation of ownverlearning through
cumulative quizzing within the units. Pupils have the .opportunity to
onerlearn key knowledge by revisiting the cumulative quiz each day and
adding more questions, while continuing to answer the ones from
previous days, even if they have answered they correctly hefore. This
allows for the continued revisiting of core knowledge within the unit .of
lessons. (Research Link: Owerlearning - Soderstrom & Bjork;
Christodoulow)



